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JOIN US ON A ROAD TRIP TO WASHINGTON, D.C.! 

  

My first flute convention was in Detroit, not far from my hometown of Ann Arbor, 

Michigan, in 1981. I had just graduated from Northwestern University and was 

playing in the first year of the Orchestral Competition. I was excited to participate 

and was proud to hear my high school teacher, Glennis Stout, perform a lecture-

recital on her collection of historic flutes with her good friend Glennda Dove Pellito. 

It was the beginning of learning about the camaraderie and circle-of-life activities that describe the National 

Flute Association annual conventions. What a coincidence that the Program Chair in 1981 was Alexander 

Murray, a fascinating person and wonderful flutist whom Iõve had the pleasure of getting to know by phone 

and email this year, as one of our Lifetime Achievement Award recipients. 

  

If youõve never been to a flute convention....you should come to this one, on August 13-16, 2015! You will see 

old friends and be surprised at how easy it is to make new ones, enjoy 4 days of non-stop concerts, workshops, 

movement classes, meals with friends, and an incredible offering of flutes, music and accessories from every 

flute vendor imaginable. You can make a family vacation out of it, and while you are enjoying the flute 

universe in the beautiful Marriott Wardman Park, ½ mile from the National Zoo and steps away from a Metro 

stop, your family can explore one of the best educational tourist destinations in the country. They will 

probably want to join you for the evening concerts, and definitely plan to be there in time to join in the free pre

-convention òFlute Jamboree at Millennium Stageó on Wednesday, August 12th at 6 pm. 

  

Two of my favorite planned activities are the new flute choir for adult amateurs and Youth Flute Day. 

The Constitution Flute Choir is directed by Katherine Borst Jones and will rehearse daily for an hour. It is open 

on a first-come, first-served basis when you register for the convention, and I know there is already one RFA 

member registered! Youth Flute Day is on Sunday, August 16th, a day designed for flutists age 9-18 who can 

register for either the whole convention or just the day. Think of it as a full one-day Flute Camp with fabulous 

guest artists, teachers, and activities for parents, too. 

  

Are you interested in a carpool or RFA hotel roommate? Kate Sussmann is organizing carpools and connecting 

those who would like to share the cost of a hotel room.  Please email her at katherinesussman@gmail.com if 

you would like to get connected. One of my favorite events of each convention is the night we set aside for a 

òRochester get-togetheró. Sometimes weõll just sit together at the evening concert, or often weõll have dinner at 

a nearby restaurant, and anyone with a connection to Rochester is welcome to join. This yearõs event is still in 

the works, but itõs likely to be super special! 

  

Would you like to find out more? Please visit http://www.nfaonline.org/Annual-Convention/ often to find out 

the latest updates on guest artists, and for information on registration, hotel and travel arrangements.  

I am so grateful to my friend and RPO colleague, Jan Angus, who is working with me as Assistant Program 

Chair, and helping me keep all of the balls in the air. Weõre having fun and we look forward to welcoming you 

to D.C.! 

         -Joanna Bassett 

          NFA 2015 Convention Program Chair  
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Letter from the President 

Snow tunnels around the yard, mountains of plowed snow strategically 

dumped, ice dams on the gutters, birds crowding the feeders, and just plain 

winter! Let us be glad to wave it good-bye.  While in my cozy living room 

knitting and crocheting, but not really fluting enough, I have been thinking 

back through life - reflecting especially on those teachers who left a lasting 

impression.   

I recently read about the passing 

of the woman who was my first 

flute teacher. That type of news 

always challenges you to recall 

events, conversations, and 

episodes from the past.  I 

remember what a caring teacher 

Mrs. L was! She showed much 

patience as she allowed me to 

progress from simply blowing 

pretty sounds on flute to playing 

music with intent and steady 

technique.  

 

During one of the very first private flute lessons I ever had, the following 

interchange took place which left me instilled with a drive for more 

understanding of music and flute:   

 

It was a simple tune played from an elementary book.  My ear was keen and 

I loved making the melody.  

 

Mrs. L listened, then asked: òWhat is this note here?ó  

Me: òB.ó  

She: òJust ôBõ?ó 

Me: òUm hum.ó  

She: òWell, it is really a B-flat.ó  

Me: (silence).  

She: òWhy that note, why B-flat?ó  

Me: òBecause I put my thumb here to play B.ó  

She: òWell, there is a bar for your thumb, or the button.  You are making a 

B-flat, not a plain B without a flat. Why are you using the button?ó  

Me: (silence).  

She: òWhy does the song have B-flat?ó  

Me (why is she nagging me? -  finally): òBecause it sounds better.ó 

 

Where we went after that, I donõt recall.  Perhaps she should have sent me 

out for jazz class since I had quite an ear.  I didnõt know about key 

signatures, scales, or how the mechanism of a Boehm silver flute was 

constructed.  Letõs suppose I actually learned the F scale that day, and 

subsequently learned to leave my thumb off that button and march around 

the circle of fifths even in scales with no B-flats! The learning of music, the 

joy of making a sound, the pleasure of playing a melody ð all are to be 

appreciated in our journeys with our flutes. 

   

Happy teaching, happy learning, happy fluting, 

Sally Ann Hart 


